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 II-1 Public Comment Meetings 

PUBLIC COMMENT MEETINGS 
CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 II-2 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
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CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 II-4 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 II-5 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 II-6 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 II-7 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 II-8 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 II-9 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-1 The public comment process for the Rockaway Delivery Lateral Project 
(Rockaway Project) and Northeast Connector Project (collectively referred to 
as the Projects) is discussed in Section 1.3 of the Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS). 
 
 
 
 

CM1-2 The risk of pipeline failures, including ruptures, is discussed in Sections 4.12.2 
and 4.12.3 of the EIS. 

 
  



 II-10 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-3 Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-4 The Projects would be designed, constructed, and operated in compliance 
with, or to exceed, all applicable federal and state regulations, which have been 
established to protect public health and safety.  As indicated in Section 4.12 of 
the EIS, methane (CH4), the primary component of natural gas, is inactive 
biologically and essentially nontoxic.  It is not listed in the International 
Agency for Research on Cancer, National Toxicology Program, or by the 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) as a carcinogen or 
potential carcinogen. 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-5 See the response to comment CM1-1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-6 As discussed in Section 1.3 of the EIS, development of natural gas resources 
in the Marcellus shale region or any other upstream area is not directly related 
to the Projects or the subject of this EIS.  
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CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-7 Review of the Rockaway Project began in 2009.  Please see Section 1.3 of the 
EIS regarding the review process. 
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CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 

CM1-8 Pipeline safety is discussed in Section 4.12 of the EIS.  Potential impacts due 
to hurricanes are discussed in Section 4.1.4.2 of the EIS.  Potential impacts 
due to flooding are discussed in Section 4.1.4.3 of the EIS, which has been 
updated to include more recent data from the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) on the risk of flooding. 
 
 
 

CM1-9 See the response to comment CM1-1. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-10 Your opposition to the Rockaway Project is noted. 
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CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-11 The Projects would be designed, constructed, and operated in compliance 
with, or to exceed, all applicable federal and state regulations, which have 
been established to protect public health and safety.  Section 4.12 of the EIS 
discusses the localized risks to public safety that could result from a pipeline 
failure and describes how the applicable safety regulations and standards 
would minimize the potential for these risks.  This includes the development 
of a new Emergency Response Plan for the Rockaway Delivery Lateral.  
Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line Company, LLC (Transco) would also meet 
with local emergency services agencies on a regular basis to review and 
revise the plans when necessary.  Section 4.11.1.5 of the EIS has been 
updated to include additional information about radon and the risk of radon 
in natural gas. 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-12 An assessment of the information evaluated by Congress to pass HR 2606 is 
outside the scope of this EIS.   
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CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-13 Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-14 Based on our Notice of Schedule for Environmental Review of the Rockaway 
Delivery Lateral Project and the Northeast Connector Project, which was 
issued on August 8, 2013, we assumed that construction would begin in the 
spring of 2014 in our analysis of impacts in the draft EIS.  This is consistent 
with Transco's proposed schedule. 
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CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 

CM1-15 Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-16 See the response to comment CM1-8. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-17 Comment noted.  See the response to comment CM1-11. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-18 Cumulative impacts are discussed in Section 4.13 of the EIS. 
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CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

CM1-19 Non-jurisdictional facilities, including National Grid's Brooklyn-Queens 
Interconnect (BQI) Project, are discussed in Section 1.4 of the EIS.  Non-
jurisdictional facilities are also included in our assessment of cumulative 
impacts in Section 4.13 of the EIS.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

CM1-20 See response to comment CM1-19. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-21 Section 4.11.1.5 of the EIS has been updated to include additional 
information about radon and the risk of radon in natural gas.  Also see the 
response to comment CM1-6. 
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CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-22 No dredging is proposed within Jamaica Bay.  Also see the response to 
comment CM1-29. 
 

CM1-23 As discussed in Section 4.12 of the EIS, Transco would design, construct, 
operate, and maintain the proposed facilities in accordance with the U.S. 
Department of Transportation's (DOT's) Minimum Federal Safety Standards 
in Title 49 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 192.  These standards 
have been updated regularly.  The current standards for new pipeline 
construction and materials are much stricter than those used for older 
pipelines, like the Pacific Gas and Electric pipeline which ruptured in San 
Bruno, California in 2010. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-24 We assessed renewable sources of energy, such as solar, wind, and tidal 
energy (including planned projects), as alternatives to the Projects in Section 
3.2.2 of the EIS.  These renewable energy sources are, and we expect will 
continue to be, important in New York State in helping to diversify the 
electricity market and decrease the need for traditional fossil fuel energy 
sources.  However, we do not believe conservation and renewable energy 
sources preclude National Grid's need for an additional natural gas delivery 
point on the Rockaway Peninsula or additional long-term supply to the 
Brooklyn-Queens area.  Also see the responses to comments CM1-67 and 
CM1-74.  
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CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-25 Comment noted.  See Section 4.9 of the EIS for additional details on 
socioeconomic conditions and impacts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-26 Renewable energy alternatives are discussed in Section 3.2.2 of the EIS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-27 Pipeline safety and inspection protocols are discussed in Section 4.12 of the 
EIS. 
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CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-28 Comment noted.  See the response to comment CM1-21.  Renewable energy 
alternatives are discussed in Section 3.2.2 of the EIS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-29 Comment noted.  The dredging would occur more than 0.5 mile offshore and 
no sediments would be permanently removed from the marine environment.  
Additionally, no dredging is planned onshore within Fort Tilden.   

CM1-30 See the response to comment CM1-4 and CM1-11. 
 
 

CM1-31 Historic pipeline accident data, including those attributed to Transco, are 
provided in Section 4.12.2 of the EIS.  Also see the response to comment 
CO11-19. 
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CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-32 Impacts on marine species are discussed in Sections 4.5, 4.6, and 4.7 of the 
EIS.  Impacts on marine mammals, including whales, are discussed in 
Section 4.5.2.2 of the EIS.  Impacts on right whale, fin whale, and humpback 
whale are discussed in Section 4.7.1.1 of the EIS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-33 Recreational uses of the Gateway National Recreation Area (GNRA) as well 
as the potential impacts of the Rockaway Project on those uses are discussed 
in Section 4.8.7 of the EIS. 
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CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-34 As discussed in Section 4.8.7 of the EIS, the National Park Service (NPS) 
has determined that issuance of a lease for the metering and regulating 
(M&R) facility within Hangars 1 and 2 meets the definition of 
appropriateness.  Prior to approval of a right-of-way or lease agreement for 
the GNRA, the NPS will review the Rockaway Project for consistency with 
NPS management policies and requirements of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA).  As the land managing agency, the NPS will determine 
the terms and conditions of the lease agreement for the M&R facility and the 
easement for the pipeline under applicable laws and regulations. 
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CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-35 See the response to comment CM1-34. 
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CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
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CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 

CM1-36 See the response to comment CM1-1. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-37 Your opposition to the Rockaway Project is noted. 
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CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 

CM1-38 Your opposition to the Rockaway Project is noted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-39 Comment noted. 

 
  



 II-26 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-40 See the response to comment CM1-12.  The delivery services and the amount 
of new incremental supply that would be provided by the Projects are 
described in Section 1.1 of the EIS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-41 The relationship between the Rockaway and Northeast Connector Projects is 
discussed in Section 1.0 of the EIS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-42 See comment response CM1-41. 
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CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-43 Proposed liquefied natural gas (LNG) facilities, including Atlantic Sea 
Island's Safe Harbor LNG Project and Liberty Natural Gas, LLC's Port 
Ambrose Project, are discussed in Section 3.3.8 of the EIS.  None of the 
proposed LNG projects discussed in this section are related to the proposed 
Transco Projects, nor are the proposed Transco Projects dependent on any of 
these proposed LNG facilities.  Transco indicated in its application that 
developers of potential LNG facilities in the region have looked at the 
Transco system as a possible outlet for their projects.  Transco has not taken 
a position on these projects but responds to any inquiries from developers, as 
it does for any entity that requests information, consistent with its legal 
obligation to do so as an operator of an open-access pipeline. 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-44 Comment noted.  As discussed in Sections 1.2.2 and 4.8.2 of the EIS, 
Transco coordinated with the NPS and local congressional leaders to 
introduce HR 2606.  Also see the response to comment CM1-34. 
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CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-45 Comment noted.  See the responses to comments CM1-1, CM1-19, and 
CM1-40. 

 
  



 II-29 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-46 Your opposition to the Rockaway Project is noted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-47 See the response to comment CM1-1. 

 
  



 II-30 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-48 Comment noted.  See the response to CM1-168. 

 
  



 II-31 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-49 See the response to comment CM1-8. 

 
  



 II-32 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-50 Section 4.1.4.3 of the EIS has been updated to address the potential for over-
pressurization in downstream distribution pipelines if a regulator valve 
becomes stuck in the open position due to salt water corrosion in the event of 
submersion due to flooding.   

 
  



 II-33 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 II-34 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-51 See the response to comment CM1-11. 
 
 
 

CM1-52 See the response to comment CM1-21. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-53 The risks of the pipeline and safety impacts are discussed in Sections 4.12.2 
and 4.12.3 of the EIS.  Also see the responses to comments CM1-23 and 
CM1-31. 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-54 See the response to comment CM1-14.  Impacts on land uses are discussed in 
Section 4.8 of the EIS.  

 
 
 
 
  



 II-35 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-55 Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-56 Section 1.4 of the EIS has been updated to provide additional information on 
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s (FERC or Commission) 
jurisdiction as it relates to the BQI Project. 

 
  



 II-36 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-57 See the response to comment CM1-1. 

 
 
 

CM1-58 Comment noted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-59 Comment noted. 

 
  



 II-37 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-60 Comment noted.  See the response to comment CM1-8. 

 
  



 II-38 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-61 Comment noted.  See the responses to comments CM1-8 and CM1-50. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-62 Comment noted. 

 
  



 II-39 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

CM1-63 See the response to comment CM1-14.  Impacts on marine species are 
discussed in Sections 4.5, 4.6, and 4.7 of the EIS.  Impacts on land uses are 
discussed in Section 4.8 of the EIS.  Impacts on water quality are discussed 
in Section 4.3 of the EIS.  Also see the response to comment CM1-85 
regarding the potential for resuspension of contaminated sediments in the 
water column. 

 
  



 II-40 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 

CM1-64 See the responses to comments CM1-14, CM1-19, and CM1-56.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-65 See the response to comment CM1-1. 

 
  



 II-41 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-66 See the responses to comments CM1-23, CM1-31, and CM1-53. 

 
  



 II-42 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

CM1-67 Section 3.2.2 of the EIS has been updated to discuss the study by Jacobson et 
al. (2013). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-68 The issue of the relative life-cycle emissions of burning natural gas versus 
burning coal is not the subject of this EIS.  See Section 1.1 of the EIS for a 
description of the purpose and need for the Projects. 
 
 
 
 

CM1-69 Impacts on groundwater and surface water associated with the Projects are 
discussed in Sections 4.3.1 and 4.3.2 of the EIS, respectively.  Also see the 
response to comment CM1-6.  

 
  



 II-43 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-70 Comment noted. 

 
  



 II-44 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-71 Your opposition to the Rockaway Project is noted.  Also see the response to 
comment CM1-6.  

 
  



 II-45 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-72 Comment noted.  Also see the response to comment CM-71. 

 
 
 
 
 

CM1-73 Comment noted. 

 
  



 II-46 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-74 Comment noted.  The FERC is responsible for evaluating applications it 
receives from project sponsors seeking authorization to construct and operate 
interstate natural gas facilities and determining whether these projects are in 
the public interest and represent environmentally acceptable actions.  This 
EIS is part of that evaluation process.  
 
 
 

CM1-75 Your opposition to the Rockaway Project is noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-76 Comment noted.  See the response to comment CM1-1. 

 
  



 II-47 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-77 Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-78 Comment noted.  See the response to comment CM1-34. 
 
 
 

CM1-79 See the response to comment CM1-53.  Additional safety and security issues, 
including terrorism, are discussed in Section 4.12.4 of the EIS. 

 
  



 II-48 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 

CM1-80 Comment noted.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-81 Comment noted.  Impacts on fisheries are discussed in Sections 4.8.4.1 and 
4.9.6 of the EIS.  Impacts on marine species (including benthic species) are 
discussed in Sections 4.5, 4.6, and 4.7 of the EIS.  Impacts on threatened and 
endangered species are discussed in Section 4.7 of the EIS.   

 
 
  



 II-49 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-82 Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-83 Comment noted.  Impacts on marine mammals and Transco's application to 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, National Maine 
Fisheries Service (NOAA Fisheries) for an Incidental Harassment 
Authorization (IHA) are discussed in Section 4.5.2.2 of the EIS.  Impacts on 
sea turtles are discussed in Section 4.7.1.3 of the EIS.   

 
  



 II-50 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-84 Comment noted.  Impacts on birds are discussed in Sections 4.5.2.3, 4.5.2.4, 
4.5.3, 4.7.1.5, and 4.7.5 of the EIS.   

 
  



 II-51 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 

CM1-85 The potential for encountering contaminated sediments in the Project area is 
discussed in Section 4.2.2 of the EIS.  The potential effects of disturbed 
sediments on the marine environment are evaluated in Section 4.6.3 of the 
EIS.  Based on the results of the sediment sampling conducted by Transco 
and our evaluation of the results, we have concluded it is unlikely that 
aquatic organisms or birds would be affected by the resuspension of 
contaminated sediments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-86 See the response to comment CM1-56.  We included the BQI Project in our 
analysis of cumulative impacts on wildlife as discussed in Sections 4.13.6, 
4.13.7, and 4.13.8 of the EIS.  Additional information on impacts to species 
due to the BQI Project is provided in the New York City Office of the 
Mayor's Negative Declaration, which is attached as Appendix B. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-87 See the response to comment CM1-14.  

 
 
  



 II-52 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-88 Your opposition to the Rockaway Project is noted. 

 
  



 II-53 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-89 Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-90 Comment noted.  Prior to the end of the comment period, the draft EIS was 
available for comment for 66 days.  Additionally, we continued to receive 
and address comments past the end of the comment period. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-91 Comment noted. 

 
  



 II-54 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-92 See the response to comment CM1-14.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-93 The potential effects of the Projects on surface waters and ground water are 
assessed in Section 4.3.1 and 4.3.2 of the EIS, respectively.  Potential 
cumulative impacts on water are evaluated in Sections 4.13.2 and 4.13.3 of 
the EIS.  The potential direct effects of hydraulic fracturing activities on 
waters in the vicinity of where the fracturing is taking place is outside the 
scope of this EIS. 

 
  



 II-55 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-94 Comment noted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-95 Comment noted. 

 
  



 II-56 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-96 See the responses to comments CM1-24, CM1-67, and CM1-69. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-97 Comment noted. 

 
  



 II-57 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-98 The EIS describes the environmental impacts of the Projects, mitigation 
measures identified by Transco, and mitigation measures identified in our 
recommendations.  No portion of the Rockaway Project would be built 
within Jamaica Bay.  Impacts on wetlands and on NPS lands would be 
avoided by installing the pipeline under the shoreline using the horizontal 
directional drill (HDD) construction method. 
 
 
 

CM1-99 Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-100 Comment noted.  Mitigation of environmental impacts is discussed 
throughout the EIS.  Safety is discussed in Section 4.12 of the EIS. 

 
  



 II-58 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-101 Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-102 No portion of the Rockaway Project would be built within Jamaica Bay.  
 
 

CM1-103 See the responses to comments CM1-23, CM1-31, and CM1-53. 
 
 
 

CM1-104 See the response to comment CM1-6. 

 
  



 II-59 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-105 See the response to comment CM1-21. 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-106 Comment noted.  See the responses to comments CM1-8 and CM1-50. 
 
 
 
 

CM1-107 Your opposition to the Rockaway Project is noted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-108 See the response to comment CM1-1. 

 
  



 II-60 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-109 Your opposition to the Rockaway Project is noted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-110 See the response to comment CM1-1. 

 
  



 II-61 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 

CM1-111 Comment noted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-112 Your opposition to the Rockaway Project is noted.  See the response to 
comment CM1-168. 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-113 Comment noted. 

 
  



 II-62 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 

CM1-114 Comment noted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-115 Comment noted.  See the response to comment CM1-6 

 
  



 II-63 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 

CM1-116 Comment noted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-117 See the response to comment CM1-1. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-118 Impacts on recreation and visual resources at Rockaway Beach due to 
construction and operation of the Rockaway Project are discussed in Sections 
4.8.7 and 4.8.8 of the EIS, respectively.  A lease for the Rockaway Project 
has not been signed.  Also see the response to comment CM1-34. 

 
  



 II-64 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-119 See the response to comment CM1-34. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-120 See the responses to comments CM1-12 and CM1-41.  See Sections 1.2.2, 
4.8.2, and 4.8.7 of the EIS for additional details on the NPS review and 
potential approval of the easement on federal property. 

 
  



 II-65 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-121 As discussed in Section 1.3 of the EIS, we conducted scoping for the 
Northeast Connector Project from April 17 through May 27, 2013. 

 
 
 
 
 

CM1-122 The draft EIS provided an adequate and meaningful assessment of potential 
impacts resulting from construction and operation of the Projects.  Our 
assessment of impacts in the draft EIS was based on information provided by 
Transco under both dockets; the results of field investigations; scoping; 
literature review; alternatives analyses; and contacts with federal, state, and 
local agencies and other stakeholders.  We note that the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) rated the draft EIS as "Lack of Objections – 
Adequate" meaning that the EPA did not identify "any potential 
environmental impacts requiring substantive changes to the proposal" and 
that the "EPA believes the draft EIS adequately sets forth the environmental 
impact(s) of the preferred alternative and those of the alternatives."  See 
comment FA3-3. 

 
  



 II-66 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-123 Transco filed an application with the Commission for the Northeast 
Connector Project on April 9, 2013.  Impacts associated with the Northeast 
Connector Project are addressed in the draft and final EIS. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-124 See Section 3.3.8 of the EIS and the response to comment CM1-43. 

 
  



 II-67 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 

CM1-125 Transco has stated that the Rockaway Project would increase reliability in 
National Grid's distribution system to customers receiving gas through 
Transco's existing Long Beach connection.  The Rockaway Project would 
allow natural gas that is currently delivered to Long Beach and then shipped 
to National Grid customers in New York City to be delivered directly into 
the Brooklyn/Queens market area where supplies are needed.  See Section 
1.0 of the EIS for a summary of Transco's purpose and need of the Projects. 

CM1-126 Comment noted.  
 
 
 

CM1-127 Your opposition to the Rockaway Project is noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-128 Comment noted.  Also see the response to comment CM1-34. 
 
 
 

CM1-129 Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 

CM1-130 Comment noted. 

 
  



 II-68 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-131 The potential effects of an open-cut crossing of the shoreline and a 
comparison of this crossing method to the proposed HDD method is 
provided in Section 3.7.3 of the EIS.  Also see the response to comment 
CM1-85. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-132 Comment noted.  Alternative sites for the M&R facility are evaluated in 
Section 3.5 of the EIS. 

 
  



 II-69 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-133 Information regarding our consultations with NOAA Fisheries has been 
updated in Sections 4.6.3 and 4.7.1 of the EIS.  Our assessment of the 
potential effects of noise on species, which incorporates information 
provided to us by NOAA Fisheries staff, is evaluated in Sections 4.5.2.1, 
4.5.2.2, 4.6.3.2, 4.7.1.1, 4.7.1.2, 4.7.1.3, and 4.7.1.4 of the EIS. 

 
  



 II-70 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-134 Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-135 Horseshoe crabs are included in our analyses of impacts on marine species in 
Sections 4.5 and 4.6 and in fisheries in Section 4.8.4.1 of the EIS. 
 
 
 

CM1-136 Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-137 Comment noted.  Generally speaking, there is no limit to the number of times 
drilling operations can be stopped and restarted, but doing so increases the 
risk for complications or failure of the drill (e.g., by collapse of or equipment 
becoming lodged in the bore hole), which would prolong the completion of a 
successful drill.  This is especially true during reaming and pull-back which 
are 24-hour operations. 

CM1-138 Comment noted.  As reported in Section 4.8.7 of the EIS, the GNRA attracts 
more than 9 million visitors a year, which is consistent with annual use data 
provided by the NPS in its Visitor Use Statistics, available online through the 
Integration of Resource Management Applications Data System.  Parking 
permit numbers are not used in the EIS. 

  



 II-71 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-139 Comment noted. 

 
  



 II-72 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 

CM1-140 Section 4.11.2.3 of the EIS has been updated to include an analysis of the 
potential noise due to construction and operation of the M&R facility to the 
nearest garden plots within the Community Garden at Floyd Bennett Field. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-141 As discussed in Section 4.11.2 of the EIS, the Projects would not be subject 
to the EPA's Prevention of Significant Deterioration Program because they 
are located in areas designated as nonattainment and would not affect any 
federal Class I areas.  The M&R facility would not be subject to the EPA's 
Nonattainment New Source Review Program because the operational 
emissions from this facility would not exceed the trigger thresholds for 
nitrogen oxides or volatile organic compounds. 

 
  



 II-73 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-142 Information filed by Transco since publication of the draft EIS, including 
information filed in response to our recommendations in the draft EIS, has 
been incorporated into the final EIS.  Also see the response to comment 
CM1-122. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-143 See the response to comment CM1-14.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-144 Comment noted.  See the response to comment CM1-41. 

 
  



 II-74 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-145 See the response to comment CM1-43. 

 
  



 II-75 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-146 See the response to comment CM1-14.  As discussed in Section 4.8.7 of the 
EIS, impacts on Rockaway Beach would be avoided by Transco’s use of the 
HDD construction method.  No ground-disturbing activities would occur on 
the beach.  The entry point for the HDD would be located outside of Jacob 
Riis Park on TBTA property near the Marine Parkway Bridge Interchange, 
and the exit point would be located about 0.7 mile offshore. 

 
  



 II-76 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-147 See the responses to comments CM1-14 and CM1-43. 

 
  



 II-77 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 

CM1-148 See the response to comment CM1-14.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-149 See the response to comment CM1-56.   

 
 
  



 II-78 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-150 See the responses to comments CM1-23, CM1-31, and CM1-53. 
 
 
 

CM1-151 Wind energy, including planned projects in the New York City area, is 
discussed in Section 3.2.2 of the EIS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-152 Your opposition to the Rockaway Project is noted. 

 
  



 II-79 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-153 Comment noted.  See the response to comment CM1-6.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-154 Comment noted. 

 
  



 II-80 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 

CM1-155 Comment noted.  Also see the response to comment CM1-168. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-156 Comment noted.  Land use impacts are discussed in Section 4.8 of the EIS. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-157 Comment noted. 

 
  



 II-81 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-158 Comment noted.  Also see the response to comment CM1-6. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-159 Comment noted. 

 
 
 
 

CM1-160 Comment noted.  The Projects do not involve the export of natural gas. 

 
  



 II-82 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-161 Comment noted.  Also see the response to comment CM1-168. 

 
  



 II-83 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-162 See the response to comment CM1-31. 

 
  



 II-84 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-163 See the response to comment CM1-21.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-164 Comment noted.  The FERC is an independent agency that regulates the 
interstate transmission of natural gas, oil, and electricity.  The Commission is 
funded through costs recovered by the fees and annual charges from the 
industries it regulates.  Permitting a federal or state agency to levy fees and 
fines on persons subject to its jurisdiction, or to charge for regulatory actions, 
is neither a novel nor nefarious means of sustaining the work of an agency.  
At least two dozen federal agencies derive some or all of their funding, 
directly or indirectly, from such collections. 

 
  



 II-85 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-165 See the response to comment CM1-56.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-166 See the response to comment CM1-1. 

 
  



 II-86 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-167 As described in Section 3.0 of the EIS, not all conceivable alternatives are 
technically and economically practicable and feasible.  Some alternatives 
may be impracticable because they are unavailable and/or are incapable of 
being implemented after taking into consideration costs, existing 
technologies, constraints of existing system capacities, and logistics in light 
of the overall objectives of the proposed project.  We consider the ability of 
an alternative to meet the objectives of the proposed project an important 
criterion for assessing whether or not the alternative would be preferable to 
the proposed project.   

 
 
  



 II-87 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-168 As described in Section 1.2.1 of the EIS, the FERC is responsible for 
evaluating applications it receives from project sponsors seeking 
authorization to construct and operate interstate natural gas facilities.  The 
FERC's review includes an assessment of both environmental and non-
environmental aspects of the application.  The Commission will determine 
whether the Projects are in the public interest and are environmentally 
acceptable actions.  This decision will be based on the consideration of many 
factors, including the final EIS and associated recommendations, market 
analysis, rates, and engineering analyses.  If the Commission determines that 
the Projects are not in the public interest or represent unacceptable 
environmental actions, the Projects could be postponed or denied.  Many of 
the projects that have been proposed to the FERC have not been built.  The 
reasons are varied but include both market and regulatory causes, which are 
sometimes tied to decisions by the Commission.  

 
 
 
 

CM1-169 See the responses to comments CM1-24, CM1-67, and CM1-74.  

 
  



 II-88 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-170 Comment noted.  Pipeline safety is discussed in Section 4.12 of the EIS. 
 
 
 
 
 

CM1-171 See the response to comment CM1-1. 

 
  



 II-89 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 

CM1-172 Alternative energy sources to the Projects are assessed in Section 3.2 of the 
EIS.  We are not aware of any alternative projects involving the use of 
dredged sediments and seaweed to generate methane in the New York City 
area that would be a practicable alternative to the Projects. 

 
 
  



 II-90 Public Comment Meetings 

CM1 – Public Comment Meeting in Rockaway Beach, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 II-91 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 II-92 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 II-93 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  



 II-94 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  



 II-95 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  



 II-96 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  



 II-97 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  



 II-98 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-1 Impacts on birds are discussed in Sections 4.5.2.3, 4.5.2.4, 4.5.3, 4.7.1.5, and 
4.7.5 of the EIS.   

 
  



 II-99 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-2 Impacts on migratory bird species, including red knot, are discussed in 
Section 4.5.2.4 of the EIS.  Neither the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 
nor the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
(NYSDEC) has identified red knot as a federally or state-listed threatened or 
endangered species known to occur in the vicinity of the Rockaway Project 
area.  Impacts on marine species, some of which are used as a food source by 
birds, are discussed in Sections 4.5 and 4.6.  Also see the responses to 
comments CM2-3, CM2-5, and CM2-6. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-3 No impacts on birds are expected due to the loss of benthic species as a food 
source.  Construction of the offshore pipeline would result in impacts on 
benthic species due to crushing, disruption, removal, turnover, and 
sedimentation, but the effects would be temporary and localized (see 
Sections 4.5.2 and 4.6.3 of the EIS).  Operation of the Rockaway Project 
would have minimal impacts on benthic species because the pipeline would 
be buried below the seabed.  Maintenance activities, which would result in 
limited displacement of sediments at the subsea hot-tap site, would occur 
once every 7 years.  Impacts on federally and state-listed threatened and 
endangered species are discussed in Section 4.7.  No portion of the 
Rockaway Project would be built within Jamaica Bay.  Also see the 
responses to comments CM1-146, CM2-1, CM2-5, and CM2-6. 

 
  



 II-100 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

CM2-4 Impacts on piping plovers are discussed in Section 4.7.1.5 of the EIS.  Also 
see the responses to comments CM2-1, CM2-3, CM2-5, and CM2-6. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-5 No significant impacts on birds or fish are expected as a result of 
biomagnification of pollutants or toxins in the food chain (see Section 4.6.3 
of the EIS).  Construction of the pipeline would result in turbidity and 
sedimentation in the ocean, but the effects on marine species would be 
temporary, short term, and localized.  Additionally, based on an analysis of 
sediment samples from along the pipeline route, the Rockaway Project is not 
expected to result in the resuspension of contaminated sediments into the 
water column.  An oxygen scavenger and biocide would be added to 
seawater withdrawn from the ocean for hydrostatic testing, but the 
concentration of these compounds at the time of discharge is not expected to 
cause adverse effects on marine organisms.  Also see the response to 
comment CM2-6. 

 
  



 II-101 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-6 We concluded that the potential for the oxygen scavenger and biocide to be 
consumed by marine species and biomagnified through the food chain is low 
based on the analyses provided in Sections 4.3.2.3, 4.5.2.1, and 4.6.3.2 of the 
EIS.  Also see the response to comment CM2-5. 

 
  



 II-102 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-7 See the responses to comments CM1-146, CM2-1, CM2-3, CM2-5, and 
CM2-6. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-8 See the responses to comments CM2-1, CM2-3, CM2-5, and CM2-6.  As 
discussed in Section 4.11.1 of the EIS, there would be no significant impacts 
on air quality as a result of the Rockaway Project. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-9 See the responses to comments CM2-1, CM2-3, CM2-5, and CM2-6. 

 
  



 II-103 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-10 Your opposition to the Rockaway Project is noted.  See Section 4.8.4.1 and 
4.9.6 of the EIS for discussions of impacts on fisheries. 

 
  



 II-104 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-11 Comment noted.  Sources of renewable energy, including planned projects, 
are discussed in Section 3.2.2 of the EIS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-12 See the response to comment CM1-6. 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-13 Methane emissions from construction and operation of the Projects, 
expressed in units of carbon dioxide (CO2) equivalent, are discussed in 
Section 4.11.1 of the EIS.  Greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions are discussed in 
Section 4.11.1.4 of the EIS. 

 
  



 II-105 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 

CM2-14 See the responses to comments CM1-23, CM1-31, and CM1-53. 
 
 
 
 

CM2-15 Comment noted.  Impacts on federally listed threatened and endangered 
species are discussed in Section 4.7 of the EIS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-16 Comment noted.  Impacts on marine species are discussed in Sections 4.5, 
4.6, and 4.7 of the EIS.  Impacts on marine mammals are discussed in 
Section 4.5.2.2 of the EIS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-17 Comment noted.  Sedimentation impacts on essential fish habitat (EFH) are 
discussed in Section 4.6.3.2 of the EIS. 

 
  



 II-106 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-18 See the response to comment CM1-85. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-19 Assuming the Projects are authorized by the Commission, Transco would be 
required to follow the construction procedures and mitigation measures 
described in its applications and supplemental filings for the Projects, and as 
identified in the EIS, unless modified by the Commission’s Order.  See 
Recommendation 1 in Section 5.2 of the EIS. 

 
  



 II-107 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-20 See the response to comment CM1-34. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-21 See the response to comment CM1-85. 

 
  



 II-108 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-22 Comment noted.  Impacts associated with the excavation of the HDD exit pit 
and the discharge of drilling fluid to the pit during construction are discussed 
throughout the EIS, but in particular in Sections 4.5.2 and 4.6.3.2 of the EIS.  
No portion of the Rockaway Project would be built within Jamaica Bay.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-23 Comment noted. 

 
  



 II-109 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-24 Jetting impacts associated with offshore pipeline maintenance would be 
minor, displacing approximately 2,000 cubic yards of sediment and affecting 
about 0.82 acre of seabed once every 7 years.  Additionally, we have added a 
recommendation that prior to construction, Transco should file an assessment 
of potential impacts on marine species due to operation of the cathodic 
protection system.  See Section 4.6.4 of the EIS. 
 
 

CM2-25 See the response to comment CM1-135.  Impacts on marine species are 
discussed in Sections 4.5, 4.6, and 4.7 of the EIS.  Impacts on migratory 
birds are discussed in Section 4.5.2.4 of the EIS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-26 Comment noted.  Impacts due to entrainment and impingement are discussed 
in Sections 4.5.2.1, 4.6.3.2, and 4.7.1 of the EIS. 

 
  



 II-110 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-27 See the response to comment CM1-11.  As discussed in Section 4.12.3 of the 
EIS, no special fire-fighting apparatus is required to fight a high-pressure 
natural gas fire along the pipeline itself or at the M&R facility.  The most 
effective and immediate way to address a high-pressure gas pipeline rupture 
is to shut off the gas source.  To do so, Transco uses automatic rupture-
detection valves and remote-controlled shut-off valves.  Transco additionally 
would maintain hand-held dry chemical fire extinguishers for small fires and 
a sprinkler system at the M&R facility.  With regard to fire hydrants on 
Floyd Bennett Field, Transco is working with the NPS and New York City 
Fire Department to evaluate the firefighting system for code compliance 
(e.g., hydrant spacing and flow).  Transco would make any necessary repairs 
or improvements to the system in the vicinity of the M&R facility to bring it 
up to code prior to commencing with operation of the facility. 
 

CM2-28 Comment noted.  Also see the response to comment CM1-8. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-29 Comment noted. 

 
  



 II-111 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 

CM2-30 Your opposition to the Rockaway Project is noted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-31 Comment noted.  The potential GHG emissions associated with the Projects 
are discussed in Section 4.11.1.4 of the EIS. 

 
  



 II-112 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-32 Section 1.1 of the EIS has been updated to include additional information 
regarding National Grid's need for the services that would be provided by the 
Projects.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-33 The increased supply of natural gas in recent years has led a number of 
companies in the United States to propose to export natural gas in the form of 
LNG to other countries.  Neither of the Projects is proposed to export LNG.  
As described in Section 1.1 of the EIS, the Projects would deliver natural gas 
to National Grid for use in the New York City market area.    

 
  



 II-113 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-34 The potential air emissions impacts of the Projects are evaluated in Section 
4.11.1.3 of the EIS.  GHG emissions are evaluated in Section 4.11.1.4 of the 
EIS. 

 
  



 II-114 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-35 See the response to comment CM1-53. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-36 See the response to comment CM1-79. 

 
  



 II-115 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

CM2-37 See the responses to comments CM1-8, CM1-50, and CM1-79. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-38 Comment noted.  Also see the response to comment CM1-79. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-39 Your opposition to the Rockaway Project is noted. 

 
  



 II-116 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-40 Comment noted.  See the response to comment CM1-34. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-41 See the response to comment CM1-11. 

 
  



 II-117 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-42 See the response to comment CM1-33. 

 
  



 II-118 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-43 See the response to comment CM1-34. 

 
  



 II-119 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-44 See the response to comment CM1-34. 

 
  



 II-120 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-45 See the response to comment CM1-34. 

 
  



 II-121 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  



 II-122 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-46 See the response to comment CM1-1. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-47 Your opposition to Rockaway Project is noted. 

 
  



 II-123 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-48 Your opposition to Rockaway Project is noted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-49 See the responses to comments CM1-1 and CM1-12.   

 
  



 II-124 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-50 See the responses to comments CM1-1, CM1-12, and CM1-44. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-51 See the responses to comments CM1-1, CM1-12, and CM1-44. 

 
  



 II-125 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-52 Land use and land cover types are defined and identified in Sections 4.8.1.1 
and 4.8.1.2 of the EIS, respectively.  As indicated in Section 4.8.1.1 of the 
EIS, onshore land uses that would be affected by the Rockaway Project 
within the GNRA were characterized according to the 1979 General 
Management Plan (GMP) as well as the draft GMP/EIS issued in August 
2013.  The NPS anticipates finalizing the revised GMP by the spring of 
2014. 
 
 

CM2-53 See the response to comment CM1-12. 

 
  



 II-126 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-54 See the response to comment CM1-142. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-55 Comment noted.  The ecotoxicity of drilling fluids is discussed in Section 
4.6.3.2 of the EIS. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-56 See the response to comment CM2-32 

 
  



 II-127 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-57 See the responses to comments CM1-12, CM1-41, and CM2-56.  Both 
Projects are evaluated in the EIS.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-58 The delivery services and amount of new incremental supply that would be 
provided by the Projects are described in Section 1.1 of the EIS.  Also see the 
response to comment CM2-56. 

 
  



 II-128 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-59 See the response to comment CM1-12. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-60 Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-61 See the responses to comments CM1-11 and CM2-27. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-62 Comment noted. 

 
  



 II-129 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-63 See the responses to comments CM1-1 and CM1-34. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-64 See the response to comment CM1-41. 

 
  



 II-130 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-65 Comment noted.  See the response to comment CM1-1. 

 
  



 II-131 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-66 Comment noted.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-67 See the response to comment CM1-138. 

 
 
  



 II-132 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

CM2-68 Comment noted.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-69 The Section 106 process for the Projects is discussed in Section 4.10 of the 
EIS.  Documents made available for public review at the Ryan Visitor Center 
during the draft EIS comment period include a set of construction drawings 
and plans, the Historic Structures Report, and a Building Protection Plan 
(also referred to as a Construction Protection Plan (CPP)).  Renderings of the 
restored hangar complex are available on the FERC's eLibrary website 
(www.ferc.gov) under Docket No. CP13-36-000.  As discussed in Section 
4.10.1 of the EIS, Transco proposes to install steel bollards at 4-foot intervals 
in front of the rolling hangar doors on the north and south sides of Hangar 1 
(for a total of about 37 bollards in front of each door) for protection against 
rolling vehicles.  Transco anticipates that every fourth bollard would be 
illuminated so the bollards are visible at night.  

 
  



 II-133 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

CM2-70 See Sections 1.2.1 and 3.3.8 of the EIS as well as the response to comment 
CM1-43. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-71 Comment noted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-72 Comment noted. 

 
  



 II-134 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-73 Comment noted.  The proposed Constitution Pipeline is not the subject of 
this EIS, but is evaluated as a potential alternative to the Projects in Section 
3.3.7 of the EIS.  

 
  



 II-135 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-74 See the responses to comments CM1-23 and CM1-31. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-75 The role of the FERC in approving or denying interstate natural gas pipelines 
is discussed in Section 1.2.1 of the EIS.  The acquisition of easements for the 
Rockaway Delivery Lateral is addressed in Section 4.8.2 of the EIS. 

 
  



 II-136 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-76 See the response to comment CM2-33. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-77 Comment noted.  Also see the responses to comments CM1-23 and CM1-31. 

 
  



 II-137 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-78 Comment noted.  See the response to comment CM2-33. 

 
 
 

CM2-79 Comment noted.  See the response to comment CM1-6. 

 
  



 II-138 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  



 II-139 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-80 See Section 3.3.8 of the EIS and the response to comment CM1-43. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-81 Comment noted.  See the response to comment CM2-33. 

 
  



 II-140 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

CM2-82 Comment noted.  See the response to comment CM1-6.  

 
  



 II-141 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-83 Comment noted. 

 
  



 II-142 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-84 Comment noted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-85 Your opposition to the Rockaway Project is noted. 

 
  



 II-143 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-86 Comment noted. 

 
  



 II-144 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-87 Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-88 Section 4.8.7 of the EIS includes a discussion of impacts on the Community 
Garden at Floyd Bennett Field.  Impacts on wildlife and birds are discussed 
in Section 4.5 of the EIS.  No portion of the Rockaway Project would be 
constructed within Jamaica Bay.   

 
  



 II-145 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-89 As discussed in Section 4.11.1 of the EIS, there would be no significant 
impacts on air quality as a result of the Rockaway Project, including 
construction and operation of the M&R facility.  Noise impacts are discussed 
in Section 4.11.2 of the EIS.  Also see the response to comment CM1-140. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-90 Impacts on honey bee colonies at Floyd Bennett Field are discussed in 
Section 4.8.9 of the EIS. 

 
  



 II-146 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-91 Comment noted.  As discussed in Section 4.11.1 of the EIS, there would be 
no significant impacts on air quality as a result of the Rockaway Project.  
Soils within the Community Garden at Floyd Bennett Field would not be 
affected by the Rockaway Project. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-92 See the responses to comments CM1-23 and CM1-31. 

 
 
 
 
 

CM2-93 See the response to comment CM1-79. 

 
  



 II-147 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-94 Comment noted. 

 
  



 II-148 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-95 Comment noted.  See the response to comment CM1-6.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-96 Comment noted.  

 
  



 II-149 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-97 See the response to comment CM1-24. 

 
  



 II-150 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 

CM2-98 Comment noted.  See the response to comment CM1-6.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-99 Comment noted. 

 
 
 
 

CM2-100 Comment noted. 

 
  



 II-151 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-101 See the response to comment CM1-21. 

 
  



 II-152 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-102 See the response to comment CM1-21. 

 
  



 II-153 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-103 Comment noted.  See the response to comment CM1-24. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-104 Comment noted. 

 
  



 II-154 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-105 See the response to comment CM1-14.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-106 See the response to comment CM1-1. 

 
 
 
 
 

CM2-107 See the response to comment CM1-1. 

 
  



 II-155 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-108 Comment noted.  See the response to comment CM1-24. 

 
  



 II-156 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-109 Comment noted.  See the response to comment CM1-34. 

 
 
 
 

CM2-110 See the responses to comments CM1-43 and CM1-56. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-111 Your opposition to the Rockaway Project is noted. 

 
  



 II-157 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-112 Section 4.12 of the EIS discusses the localized risks to public safety that 
could result from a pipeline failure and describes how applicable safety 
regulations and standards would minimize the potential for these risks.  An 
analysis of the economic impacts on the area as a result of the Projects is 
provided in Section 4.9.6 of the EIS. 
 
 

CM2-113 Comment noted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-114 Comment noted.  The purpose and need for the Projects are discussed in 
Section 1.1 of the EIS. 

 
  



 II-158 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

CM2-115 Comment noted. 

 
 
 
 
 

CM2-116 Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 

CM2-117 Comment noted.  The potential GHG emissions associated with the Projects 
are discussed in Section 4.11.1.4 of the EIS. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-118 The Projects would be privately funded by the applicant.  Also see the 
response to comment CM1-24.   

 
  



 II-159 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

CM2-119 Comment noted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-120 Comment noted.  Alternative energy sources, including non-fossil fuel 
alternatives, are discussed in Section 3.2 of the EIS.  Emissions resulting 
from the Projects are discussed in Section 4.11.1.3 of the EIS.  GHG 
emissions are discussed in Section 4.11.1.4 of the EIS.  Also see the response 
to comment CM1-68. 

 
  



 II-160 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-121 See the response to comment CM1-67. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-122 Comment noted. 

 
  



 II-161 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  



 II-162 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-123 Impacts on the GNRA are discussed in Section 4.8.7 of the EIS. 
 
 
 
 

CM2-124 Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-125 Comment noted. 

 
  



 II-163 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-126 Comment noted.  See the response to comment CM1-1. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-127 See the response to comment CM1-14.  
 
 
 
 

CM2-128 A description of the M&R facility is provided in Section 2.1.2 of the EIS.  
Impacts associated with the M&R facility are discussed throughout the EIS.  
Also see the response to comment CM2-69. 

 
  



 II-164 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-129 Comment noted.  See the response to comment CM1-1.  The planning efforts 
of the NPS for the GNRA are outside the scope of this EIS. 

 
  



 II-165 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-130 See the response to comment CM2-128. 

 
  



 II-166 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-131 Impacts on the GNRA are discussed in Section 4.8.7 of the EIS.  The 
Projects would be designed, constructed, and operated in compliance with, or 
to exceed, all applicable federal and state regulations, which have been 
established to protect public health and safety.  Section 4.12 of the EIS 
discusses the localized risks to public safety that could result from a pipeline 
failure and describes how applicable safety regulations and standards would 
minimize the potential for these risks. 

 
  



 II-167 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-132 See the response to comment CM1-6. 

 
  



 II-168 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-133 Comment noted. 

 
  



 II-169 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM2-134 Comment noted. 

 
  



 II-170 Public Comment Meetings 

CM2 – Public Comment Meeting in Brooklyn, New York (cont’d) 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 II-171 Federal Agencies 

FEDERAL AGENCIES 
FA1 – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York District 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FA1-1 Comment noted. 

 
  



 II-172 Federal Agencies 

FA1 – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York District (cont’d) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  



 II-173 Federal Agencies 

FA1 – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York District (cont’d) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FA1-2 Comment noted.  As discussed in Sections 4.8.4.1 and 4.8.4.2 of the EIS, 
Transco would submit a Special Notice to Mariners to the U.S. Coast Guard 
for offshore construction activities. 

 
  



 II-174 Federal Agencies 

FA1 – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York District (cont’d) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  



 II-175 Federal Agencies 

FA1 – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York District (cont’d) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  



 II-176 Federal Agencies 

FA1 – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York District (cont’d) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  



 II-177 Federal Agencies 

FA2 – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York District 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FA2-1 The text of the EIS has been modified to clarify that Transco would be required 
to provide 4 feet of cover over the pipeline and a cathodic protection system, 
and to restore the seabed to ambient conditions. 

FA2-2 Staff recommendations have been updated, as appropriate. 

 
  



 II-178 Federal Agencies 

FA2 – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York District (cont’d) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  



 II-179 Federal Agencies 

FA3 – U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 2 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FA3-1 Back up data for the General Conformity Analysis is provided in 
Appendix Q. 
 
 
 
 
 

FA3-2 The text of has been updated in the final EIS. 

 
  



 II-180 Federal Agencies 

FA3 – U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 2 (cont’d) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

FA3-3 Comment noted. 

 
  



 II-181 Federal Agencies 

FA3 – U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 2 (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 II-182 Federal Agencies 

FA4 – U.S. Department of the Interior, Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FA4-1 Comment noted. 

 
  



 II-183 Federal Agencies 

FA5 – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York District 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FA5-1 Comment noted. 

 
  



 II-184 Federal Agencies 

FA5 – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York District (cont’d) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FA5-2 Transco previously provided this information to the New York State Historic 
Preservation Office (SHPO).  See Section 4.10.1 of the EIS. 

 
  



 II-185 Federal Agencies 

FA5 – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York District (cont’d) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FA5-3 Transco previously provided this information to the New York SHPO.  See 
Section 4.10.1 of the EIS. 

 
  



 II-186 Federal Agencies 

FA5 – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York District (cont’d) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FA5-4 The FERC has no role in assessing the timing of the comment period for 
Transco's application to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE).  See 
the response to comment CM1-1. 

 
FA5-5 See the response to comment CM1-33.  Impacts on the marine environment 

and wildlife are discussed in Sections 4.3, 4.5, 4.6, and 4.7 of the EIS. 

 
  



 II-187 Federal Agencies 

FA5 – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York District (cont’d) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FA5-6 See the response to comment CM1-34. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FA5-7 See the responses to comments CM1-34 and CM1-44. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FA5-8 See the response to comment CM1-12. 

 
  



 II-188 Federal Agencies 

FA5 – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York District (cont’d) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FA5-9 See the response to comment IND32-5. 

 
  



 II-189 Federal Agencies 

FA5 – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York District (cont’d) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
  



 II-190 Federal Agencies 

FA5 – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York District (cont’d) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FA5-10 Comment noted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FA5-11 See the responses to comments CM1-40 and CM1-56. 

 
  



 II-191 Federal Agencies 

FA5 – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York District (cont’d) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FA5-12 Comment noted.  Also see the response to comment CM1-44. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FA5-13 See the response to comment CM2-27. 

 
 
 
 

FA5-14 See the response to comment CM1-11. 

 
 

FA5-15 See the responses to comments CM1-11 and CM1-34. 

 
  



 II-192 Federal Agencies 

FA5 – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York District (cont’d) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FA5-16 See the response to comment IND22-1. 

 
 
 
 
 

FA5-17 See the response to comment CM1-79.  The M&R facility would include an 
emergency use generator. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FA5-18 See the response to comment IND32-14. 

 
  



 II-193 Federal Agencies 

FA5 – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York District (cont’d) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

FA5-19 See the response to comment CM1-14. 

 
 
 
 

FA5-20 Your opposition to the Rockaway Project is noted. 

 
  



 II-194 Federal Agencies 

FA5 – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York District (cont’d) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FA5-21 See the response to comment FA5-5. 
 

FA5-22 See the response to comment FA5-5. 
 

FA5-23 Your opposition to use of the hangars for the proposed M&R facility is 
noted.  See the response to comment CM1-34. 
 
 
 
 
 

FA5-24 Comment noted.  Impacts on the marine environment due to offshore 
trenching and the HDD operation are discussed in Sections 4.3, 4.5, 4.6, and 
4.7 of the EIS.  See the response to comment CM1-85 regarding the potential 
for resuspension of contaminated sediments in the water column. 

 
  



 II-195 Federal Agencies 

FA5 – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York District (cont’d) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FA5-25 See the response to comment CM2-24. 

 
  



 II-196 Federal Agencies 

FA6 – U.S. Department of Agriculture, Farm Service Agency 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FA6-1 The Rockaway and Northeast Connector Projects do not impact Farm 
Service Agency lands. 

 
  



 II-197 Federal Agencies 

FA6 – U.S. Department of Agriculture, Farm Service Agency (cont’d) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FA6-2 The mailing list contact information has been updated. 

 
 



 II-198 Federal Agencies 

FA7 – National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, National Marine Fisheries Service 

 

 
 
 
  



 II-199 Federal Agencies 

FA7 – National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, National Marine Fisheries Service (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FA7-1 Section 4.6.4 of the EIS has been updated to include additional information about 
the anode bed. 
 
 
 
 
 

FA7-2 Section 4.6.3.2 of the EIS has been updated to include a discussion of the potential 
effects of storing the excavated material from the offshore HDD exit pit on barges 
as an alternative to temporarily sidecasting the material on the seabed. 

 
  



 II-200 Federal Agencies 

FA7 – National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, National Marine Fisheries Service (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 

FA7-3 We included a recommendation in Section 4.6.3.2 for Transco to provide a post-
construction bathymetric monitoring plan to evaluate the restoration of the seabed 
prior to construction. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FA7-4 We included a recommendation in Section 4.3.6.2 for Transco to provide a post-
construction benthic monitoring and sampling plan prior to construction. 
 
 
 
 
 

FA7-5 The conservation measures are discussed in Section 4.6.5. 

 
  



 II-201 Federal Agencies 

FA7 – National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, National Marine Fisheries Service (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 

FA7-6 See the response to comment FA7-5. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FA7-7 Comment noted. 

 
  



 II-202 Federal Agencies 

FA7 – National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, National Marine Fisheries Service (cont’d) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 II-203 State Agencies 

STATE AGENCIES 
SA1 – New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SA1-1 Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 

SA1-2 Comment noted. 

 
  



 

 II-204 State Agencies 

SA1 – New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (cont’d) 
 

 

 
 
 
 

SA1-3 Comment noted. 

 
  



 

 II-205 State Agencies 

SA2 – Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SA2-1 Transco submitted an Erosion and Sediment Control Plan to the York County 
Conservation District on December 17, 2013. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SA2-2 The Northeast Connector Project would not require a Water Obstruction and 
Stream Encroachment Permit because no waterbodies would be affected. 
 

SA2-3 Transco stated it would require its construction contractors to implement dust 
control measures during construction. 

 
  



 

 II-206 State Agencies 

SA2 – Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (cont’d) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SA2-4 Transco stated it would employ local and reputable paving contractors who 
would comply with the Pennsylvania Air Pollution Control Act. 
 
 
 

SA2-5 Transco stated it would comply with the provisions of General Permit 11 
applicable to the Northeast Connector Project. 
 
 

SA2-6 Transco stated it would require its construction contractors to dispose of 
solid waste at approved waste disposal sites. 
 
 

SA2-7 Water quality certification would not be required for the Northeast Connector 
Project because no wetlands or waterbodies would be affected. 

 



 

 II-207 Companies and Organizations 

COMPANIES AND ORGANIZATIONS 
CO1 – Coalition Against the Rockaway Pipeline 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CO1-1 See the responses to comments CM1-1, CM1-14, and CM1-122.   

 
  



 

 II-208 Companies and Organizations 

CO1 – Coalition Against the Rockaway Pipeline (cont’d) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 II-209 Companies and Organizations 

CO1 – Coalition Against the Rockaway Pipeline (cont’d) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 II-210 Companies and Organizations 

CO2 – Sane Energy Project 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CO2-1 See the response to comment CM1-1. 

 
  



 

 II-211 Companies and Organizations 

CO3 – Sane Energy Project 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CO3-1 From 1993 to 2012, 32 significant pipeline incidents along nearly 200,000 
miles of interstate natural gas pipeline were attributed to incorrect operations 
(see Table 4.12.2-1 of the EIS).  This record demonstrates the technical 
competence of the natural gas transmission industry, including Transco. 

 
  



 

 II-212 Companies and Organizations 

CO3 – Sane Energy Project (cont’d) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 II-213 Companies and Organizations 

CO4 – Sane Energy Project 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CO4-1 See the responses to comments CM1-6, CM2-13, CO7-1, and IND10-19.  
Downstream uses of the natural gas once it is delivered to the local 
distribution company are not the subject of this EIS.  

 
  



 

 II-214 Companies and Organizations 

CO4 – Sane Energy Project (cont’d) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CO4-2 See the response to comment CM2-32.  The Rockaway Project would 
provide both a new delivery point into the National Grid system and an 
incremental supply of natural gas.  According to Transco, the incremental 
supply would be used for both current and projected future demand.  It is not 
possible to quantify the number of boilers in New York City that would 
convert from heavy fuel oil to natural gas relative to any other alternative 
fuel sources.  However, ICF International estimates that National Grid’s peak 
day send-out could increase between 15.4 and 61.5 million cubic feet per day 
of natural gas assuming boiler conversion rates of 25 to 100 percent, 
respectively, from heavy oil to natural gas. 

 
 
 

CO4-3 Section 4.1.4.3 of the EIS has been updated to provide additional information 
on sea level rise. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CO4-4 See the responses to comments CM1-8 and CM1-50.  The M&R facility 
would be designed, constructed, operated, and maintained in accordance with 
the DOT's Minimum Federal Safety Standards in 49 CFR Part 192. 

 
  



 

 II-215 Companies and Organizations 

CO5 – Sane Energy Project 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CO5-1 Comment noted.  See the response to comment CM1-21.   
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